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FORGIVENESS
Introduction
When was the last time that you were on either the giving or the receiving end of an
apology? Chances are you won’t need to think back too far. Whether it’s a fight between
siblings or a harsh word from Mom in the midst of a toddler meltdown, apologies and
the need for forgiveness happen quite often. Iesodo and his friends help us discover
that forgiveness is a gift that we not only give to others, but also receive. In these two
adventures, you’ll learn that:
• God’s forgiveness is available to everyone.
• Practicing forgiveness is one way we can grow closer to Jesus.
So gather your family as we watch and learn more about what it truly means to forgive
and to be forgiven.

The Good, The Bad
and The Vulture
THE STORY

Everyone knows they should stay away from Devon, the darkest, most evil vulture in the forest.
But Iesodo still pursues him and helps him see that he has a choice. He can remain bad or he
can choose the path to a good life. With the help of Maggie and Iesodo, Devon chooses to be
good and begins to share that choice with the other vultures and buzzards in the forest. (Much
like Jesus with the possessed man in Matthew 5:1-20)

BIBLE READING
Luke 15:1-7

LET ’S TALK ABOU T IT

Jesus uses a parable, or story, to illustrate how great His love is for us. Nothing that we do –
good or bad – will ever change that love.
He tells about a shepherd who was tending to a flock of 100 sheep. When the shepherd
realized that one of his sheep was missing, he searched high and low, through night and day,
until he found the lost sheep. He scooped the precious sheep into his arms and returned home,
inviting friends and neighbors to rejoice with him because the sheep that was once lost had
been found.
Jesus tells us that, much like the rejoicing that happened when the shepherd found his lost
sheep, there will be even more rejoicing in heaven when someone asks for forgiveness and
chooses to follow Him.
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DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
#1. Like the shepherd who lost his sheep, Iesodo willingly goes to the forest to find Devon.
Why did he purposely go find someone who everyone else thought was so bad?

#2. Tell us about a time when you lost something that you loved very much and, after much
searching, found it again. How did you feel when you finally found it?
How does this compare to how Jesus might feel when He finds people willing to follow Him?
#3. Both Maggie and Devon feel like they have done some pretty bad things in the past and
that they aren’t worthy of forgiveness. How does God feel about the bad choices we have
made in the past?

#4. “It’s never too late to change your life.” Maggie sings about getting second, third and
even more chances to make good choices. Talk about a time that someone gave you a second
chance.

#5. How did Devon feel when Iesodo told him that he was forgiven?
How do you feel when someone says, “I forgive you?”

LET ’S LIVE IT OU T

Devon believed the lie that he would “always be bad,” but he asked Iesodo “Help me be good.”
Have you asked God for forgiveness for bad choices in your past? Have you invited Him into your
heart to help you turn your life around? If you haven’t already, you can today!
Maggie’s friends planned a “We Love Maggie” day to let her
know how much she is loved. Show your family and friends
how much you love and appreciate them.
Make it visual. Write all the ways that you can show family
and friends how much you love and appreciate them on
paper hearts and hang them on the fridge or bulletin board.

Forgive and Forget
THE STORY

Tom borrowed Barry’s glasses, but it looks like he lost them! Barry can’t find them anywhere
and he is so angry with Tom for being irresponsible. Barry’s anger is making it very difficult to
forgive Tom, not to mention, find his glasses. Meanwhile Jacob and Jack are joining Iesodo to
prepare for a feast where every bird is welcome. The Hoopoes (pronounced Hope – eez) cannot
understand why every-bird would be invited, especially the uncool ones (which they describe
as vile, evil, and unwelcome). Despite their criticism, the birds at the feast enjoy a grand
celebration and learn to see each other with new eyes.

BIBLE READING
Luke 6:37-41

LET ’S TALK ABOU T IT

Jesus reminds us that when we judge others, we open ourselves up to judgment by others.
The meaner we are, the more likely it is that we will receive the same treatment in return. And,
really, we should be cautious of our judgment about others because, chances are, we are also
guilty of bad choices. It’s only when we have fixed our own bad choices that we can better help
others see theirs.
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DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
#1. Talk about a time when you let anger get the best of you. What happens when you let
angry feelings build up inside you?
Make it visual. Use a balloon to illustrate what can happen if you let angry feelings build up.
Each puff of air into the balloon is a little bit of anger. As more and more builds up inside, what
will eventually happen to the balloon? What happens if we let go of the balloon (seek or extend
forgiveness) and all the anger that is inside?

#2. Sometimes it’s easy to feel angry when a friend says something mean to you or when
your brother or sister uses one of your toys without asking. Instead of letting the anger get
the best of you, what are some other things that you could do to turn the situation around?
#3. In his song, Barry sings, “Teach me how to let my heart lead.” What part does your
heart play in asking for or giving forgiveness?

BIBLE READING

Mark 2:15-17, Luke 5:27-32

LET ’S TALK ABOU T IT

Jesus sits down to eat with tax collectors and others who the world views as “bad people.” The
Pharisees questioned this behavior and voiced their disapproval that Jesus, who proclaimed
to be good, would be eating next to people who the world views as bad. Jesus quickly reminds
everyone that the whole reason that He is here on earth is to help those who are lost realize
that they are loved and welcomed in God’s kingdom.
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DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
#1. Has anyone ever thought something wrong or bad about you because of how you looked,
how you dressed, etc.?

How did that make you feel?
#2. Has there ever been a time that you judged someone based on how he or she looked,
how he or she dressed, etc.?

How do you think that made them feel?
#3. Even though all the birds at Matt’s feast were at one time described as vile, evil and
unwelcome, they are all extremely happy. What is the source of their joy?

LET ’S LIVE IT OU T

Is there someone you should apologize or offer forgiveness to? Draw them a picture, call them
on the phone, make them some cookies! Let them know that you love and appreciate them.
Saying “I’m sorry” goes a long way!
Is there someone who others say is a “bad person” even though they really aren’t? Invite him
or her to sit by you at lunch or play with you at recess. Let him or her know that everyone is
welcome at your table or in your game!

CONCLUSION

Forgiveness is a gift – one that we receive and one that we can also give. God is always ready to
forgive us. When we make the choice to focus our lives on Jesus there is great joy in Heaven,
regardless of the bad choices we may have made in the past. And when we fully accept God’s
unconditional gift of forgiveness, our hearts become more open to forgiving others and
accepting them for who they are – mistakes and all!
For a full list of Scriptures and more Bible teaching check out the Bonus Features on the
IESODO: FORGIVENESS DVD.
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